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Draft Statement of International 
Cataloguing Principles

Overview
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Introduction

• Serve the convenience of the users
• Broaden Paris Principles

– All types of materials (not just text)
– Description
– Access (not just choice and form of entry, but 

all access for bibliographic and authority 
records)

• Build on 
– Great cataloguing traditions of the world
– FRBR and FRAR and future FR-Subjects
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Scope

• Guide development of cataloguing codes
• Bibliographic and authority records
• Current library catalogues

– Also can be applied to bibliographies and data 
files created by libraries, archives, museums, 
etc.

• Consistent approach to descriptive and 
subject cataloguing
– “Descriptive” includes description and non-

subject access

 
 



 

 

Slide 6 
 

Scope, continued

• Highest principle for constructing 
cataloguing codes = 
convenience of the users of the catalogue
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2.1 Entities in 
Bibliographic Records

• Work
• Expression
• Manifestation
• Item
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2.1 Entities in 
Bibliographic Records

• Bibliographic records typically reflect 
manifestations
–Discussion: exact reproductions on 

same bibliographic record
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2.2 Entities in 
Authority Records

• Controlled forms of names for 
– Persons
– Fam ilies
– Corporate bodies
– Subjects

• Identifies the FRBR subject entities
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2.3 Attributes

• Data elements to identify the entity in 
bibliographic and authority records
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2.4 Relationships

• Identify bibliographically significant 
relationships through the catalogue
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3. Functions of the 
Catalogue

• Enable a user to
– Find

• Locate a single resource
• Locate sets of resources representing

– All the resources belonging to the sam e work
– All the resources belonging to the sam e 

expression
– All the resources belonging to the sam e 

m anifestation
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3. Functions of the 
Catalogue

• Locate sets of resources representing
– All works & expressions of a given person, 

fam ily, or corporate body
– All resources on a given subject
– All resources defined by other criteria (such as 

language, country of publication, publication 
date, physical form at, etc.) usually as a 
secondary lim iting of a search result

– Footnote: Recognize, due to econom ic 
restraints, some library catalogues will lack 
records for components of works or individual 
works within works
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3. Functions of the 
Catalogue

• Identify
• Select
• Acquire or obtain
• Navigate
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4. Bibliographic 
Description

• Description based on an internationally 
agreed standard
– ISBDs for library community

• May be several levels of completeness, 
based on purpose of the catalogue or 
bibliographic file
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5. Access Points

• 5.1 General
– Formulate following principles
– Controlled or uncontrolled
– Controlled provide consistency for locating 

sets of resources
• Normalize following a standard
• Normalized forms (“authorized headings”) 

recorded in authority records with 
– Variant forms used as references
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5.1.1 Choice of access 
points

• Bibliographic record
– Titles

• Controlled titles of works and expressions
• Titles of m anifestations (usually uncontrolled)

– Nam es (controlled) of creators of works
• Corporate bodies as creators

– lim ited to expressions of the collective thought or 
activity of the corporate body, even if signed by a 
person in capacity of officer or servant of the 
corporate body, or

– W hen the wording of the title, taken in 
conjunction with the nature of the work, clearly 
im plies that the corporate body is collectively 
responsible for the content of the work
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5 .1 .1  C h o ic e  o f a c c e s s  
p o in ts

• B ib lio g ra p h ic  re c o rd , c o n t in u e d
– A d d it io n a lly , a c c e s s  p o in ts  fo r  c o n tro lle d  

fo rm s  o f n a m e s  o f o th e r p e rs o n s , fa m ilie s , 
c o rp o ra te  b o d ie s , a n d  s u b je c ts  d e e m e d  
im p o rta n t fo r

• F in d in g
• Id e n t ify in g
• S e le c t in g

th e  b ib lio g ra p h ic  re s o u rc e  d e s c r ib e d
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5 .1 .1  C h o ic e  o f  a c c e s s  
p o in ts

• A u th o r it y  r e c o rd
– A u th o r iz e d  fo rm  o f  n a m e  fo r  th e  e n t it y
– V a r ia n t  fo rm s  o f  n a m e
– R e la te d  n a m e s
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5.1.2 Authorized 
Headings

• Name that identifies the entity in a 
consistent manner, either as
– Predominantly found on manifestations or
– Well-accepted name suited to the users of the 

catalogue (e.g., “conventional name”)
• Further identifying characteristics added, if 

necessary, to distinguish the entity from 
others of the same name.
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5.1.2.1 Authorized 
Headings

• If entity uses variant nam es or variant form s of 
nam e, choose one as the authorized heading for 
each distinct persona
– Prefer com m only known nam e over offic ial
– O r use official nam e when there is no com m only 

known or conventional nam e
• If corporate body  used different nam es in 

successive periods (not just m inor variations) 
consider each a new entity and link authority 
records w ith see-also (earlier/later) references
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5.1.2.2 Authorized 
Headings - Works

• If variant titles for one work, one title 
should be chosen as the uniform title.
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5.1.2.3 References

• Variant forms not selected as authorized 
heading should be included in the 
authority record to be used as references 
or alternate display forms.
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5.1 .3  Language
• W hen nam e in  severa l languages, p re fe r

– Found on m anifes ta tions o f express ion in  orig ina l 
language and scrip t; bu t

– If tha t is  not language/scrip t norm ally used in  the 
cata logue, m ay base form  found on m anifesta tions or 
in  re ferences in  one o f the languages and scrip ts  best 
su ited to  users  o f the cata logue

• P rovide  access in  orig ina l language and scrip ts  
w henever poss ib le
– E ither as  authorized head ing or re ference
– If trans lite ra te , fo llo w  in ternationa l s tandard for scrip t 

convers ion
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5.2 Forms of Names for 
Persons

• Name consists of several words, entry 
word
– follow conventions of the country and  

language most associated with that person, 
as found in manifestations or reference 
sources
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5.3 Forms of Names for 
Families

• Name consists of several words, entry 
word
– follow conventions of the country and 

language most associated with the family, as 
found in manifestations or reference sources
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5.4 Forms of Names for 
Corporate Bodies

• Direct order, as found in manifestations or 
reference sources, except
– Part of jurisdiction or territorial authority, 

heading should begin with or include the 
currently used form of name of the territory
concerned in the language and script best 
suited to the needs of the users

– Subordinate body or subordinate function or 
name is insufficient to identify, begin with 
name of superior body
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5.5 Forms of Uniform 
Titles

• Title that can stand alone or 
• Name/title combination or
• Title qualified by addition of 

identifying elements, e.g., 
corporate name, place, language, 
date, etc.
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5.5 Forms of Uniform 
Titles

• Original title or
• Title most frequently found in 

manifestations of the work
• When there is a commonly used title 

in language and script of the 
catalogue found in manifestations or 
reference sources, prefer that 
commonly used title 
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6. Authority Records

• Control the authorized forms of names and 
references used as access points
– Persons, families, corporate bodies, works, 

expressions, manifestations, items, concepts, 
objects, events, and places
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7. Foundations for 
Search Capabilities

• 7.1 Search and Retrieval – by access points
– Reliable retrieval of bibliographic and authority 

records and associated bibliographic resources
– Limit search results

• 7.1.1 Searching devices
– Full forms of names
– Keywords
– Phrases
– Truncation
– Etc.
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7.1.2 Indispensable 
Access Points

• M ain attributes and relationships of each 
entity
– For bibliographic records

• Nam e of creator or first nam ed creator when >1
• Title proper or supplied title for m anifestation
• Year(s) of publication or issuance
• Uniform  title of work/expression
• Subject headings, subject term s
• Classification num bers
• Standard num bers, identifiers, ‘key titles’ for 

described entity
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7.1.2 Indispensable 
Access Points

• For authority records
– Authorized name or title of entity
– Variant forms of name or title for the entity
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7.1.3 Additional Access 
Points

• Attributes from other areas of bibliographic 
description or authority record may serve 
as 
– optional access points or 
– filtering or limiting devices when large 

numbers of records are retrieved
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7.1.3 Additional Access 
Points

• For bibliographic records include (not limited to):
– Names of additional creators beyond the first
– Names of performers or persons, families, or 

corporate bodies in other roles than creator
– Parallel titles, caption titles, etc.
– Uniform title of the series
– Bibliographic record identifiers
– Language
– Country of publication
– Physical medium
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7.1.3 Additional Access 
Points

• For authority records include (not limited 
to):
– Names or titles of related entities
– Authority record identifiers
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Appendix

• Objectives for the 
Construction of 
Cataloguing Codes
– Convenience of 

user
– Common usage
– Representation
– Accuracy

– Sufficiency and 
necessity

– Significance
– Economy
– Standardization
– Integration
– Defensible and not 

arbitrary
 

 


